


Kate Campbell melds bluesy roots with personal, crafted
songwriting in this moving new album.  It's available in
stores September 6, but you can get it here now.

Click here to order a one-year subscription under the special offer,  or  here to make it a
two-year subscription. We'll mail the CD right away, and your subscription will start in three
to six weeks. (If you try the link above and see a note that says the item you have selected is
presently unavailable, that means we sold out. Sorry. But you can still subscribe here, without
the special offer.)

This offer  is good only with internet orders for  new personal subscriptions and is
available  only  while  supplies  last.  Big  thanks  to  Large  River  Music
(www.largerivermusic.com).

Octavo CDs: Ancient Books Onscreen
A few months ago we noted that a company called Octavo was producing CDs featuring
ancient and rare books in vivid, high-resolution format. Well, they're still at it and they sent a
couple more on to us. Because some of the rarest and most ancient books and illuminated
manuscripts are devotional in nature, a goodly portion of their catalogue will be of interest to
our subscribers. True, some of these CDs may be for scholars-for example, we can imagine
historians of Church music wanting to pore over John Merbecke's The Booke of Common
Praier Noted-the music version of the ancient Anglican liturgy. But William Blake's Songs of
Innocence and Experience might be tempting to the layperson: true, you can get it in book
form, but the Octavo CD has two different editions, which let you see how Blake's style and
vision changed between 1794 and 1826.  Each CD includes commentary  by  experts and
features an easily navigated Adobe PDF file interface. OK, so these CDs may be extravagant
purchases, but for the special someone who is hankering for intimacy with a glorious classic
text, it'll be the perfect indulgence.

To learn more, click here: http://www.octavo.com.

A Broken Beauty, edited by Theodore L. Prescott
This book may be something of a milestone. As Image
editor, Gregory Wolfe, put it in his endorsement blurb: "A
Broken Beauty not only sets a new standard for Christian
scholarship  in  the  visual  arts-as  its  superb  essays,
graphic  design,  and  [full-color]  reproductions  amply
demonstrate-but it also proves that contemporary artists
of faith are creating a distinguished body of work. The art
contained in these pages deserves to be seen as a major
contribution to the cultural life of our time." Thanks to the
support  and  vision  of  a  generous patron,  the  painter
Bruce  Herman  was  able  to  conceive  a  major  art
exhibition focusing on the theme of Christian approaches
to painting and sculpting the human figure. (We will let
you  know where  the  exhibition  can  be  seen  when  it
begins touring this fall.) In turn, the exhibition project has
yielded this volume, expertly edited-and with an excellent
essay-by Ted Prescott, one of Image's editorial advisors
and a frequent contributor to our pages. A Broken Beauty also contains essays by Timothy
Verdon, Lisa DeBoer,  and Gordon Fuglie (another Image advisor/contributor).  As the title
indicates, the theme of the book is the way that Christian artists approach the body-as a
locus of joy and suffering, wholeness and brokenness. For those who believe in the Passion
of  Christ,  the  Greek  ideal  of  perfect  wholeness  and  symmetry  is  superseded  by  the
paradoxical belief that in brokenness beauty is most powerfully revealed. Among the fifteen
contemporary artists featured in this book are a number who have been covered in Image:
Stephen  De  Staebler,  Erica  Grimm-Vance,  Edward  Knippers,  Timothy  Lowly,  Mary
McCleary, Melissa Weinman, Joel Sheesley, Patty Wickman, and Jerome Witkin.

To purchase the book, click here.

To go directly to the website dedicated to the exhibition, click here.

2005 Ad Lib Retreat
Ad  Lib,  a  retreat  and  forum  for  Christians
practicing in literary, visual, and performing arts,
will meet Sept. 29 - Oct. 2 at Saint Malo Retreat
and Conference Center in Allenspark,  CO. The
overarching theme for  this year's retreat dwells
on the  Sabbath,  fellowship,  and issues facing



artists as disciples. Retreatants will also explore
the topic "Finding Unexpected Grace" with writer
Judith  Dupree,  whose  opening  address  will
"explore  the  struggle  for  spiritual  clarity  and
substance in the midst of the pervasive confusion
of  our  time." Others headliners for  this year  include writers James Calvin Schaap,  Jean
Janzen, and Harvey Johnson, the regional Director for Christians in Theatre Arts. Attendees
are promised enrichment and refreshment in the company of artists and writers, as well as
some personal time for  reflection and rest.  There will  also be an artists'  display  where
participants may  bring two to three works,  including canvases,  photographic  art,  books,
music scores, journals, magazines, photos of performances, etc. The poet Scott Cairns, who
spoke at the 2003 retreat, has written of Ad Lib: "My thanks to you for including me in that
wonderful  weekend.  The  time spent  with  your  sweet  community  was both  exciting  and
healing." For further information, contact Joanne Irwin, 2078 Apple Valley Rd., Lyons, CO
80540. 303-823-9938, joannekirwin@yahoo.com.

For more information on the Saint Malo center, go to: www.saintmalo.org.

To learn more about Ad Lib, go to: www.adlibchristianarts.org.
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